PREFACE
be mentioned here. To my mind the most romantic aspect
of modern crime investigation is the introduction of the
finger-print system of identification. From time immemorial
the natives of the Far East, especially China, have signed
documents with an inken impression of the right hand, and
in 1858 the late Sir William Herschel, who was in the Indian
Civil Service, discovered that finger-prints could be used for
the purpose of personal identification. He introduced the
system in the district of Hooghly, Bengal, with the object
of establishing identity and preventing false personation.
Later Sir Francis Galton, a native of Birmingham and a
distinguished traveller and scientist, proved that the minutest
details of the pattern on one's fingers persisted through life
and were effaceable only when decomposition after death set
in. In 1901 the present finger-print system for identifying
criminals was introduced into this country, and it was made
j5ossible by the simple method of classification invented by
Sir Edward Henry, late Commissioner of Police of the
Metropolis. Since that time hundreds of thousands of
identifications of criminals have been effected at the Central
Finger-Print Bureau, New Scotland Yard, and this same
system has been introduced into every police force in the
civilised world. Finger-prints are infallible. No two sets
are alike, and they never change from birth to death. In
this connection I have a photograph of two sets of the finger
impressions of Sir William Herschel. Sir William was born
at Slough, in 1833, and when he was twenty-six years old he
took an impression of his own fingers. Fifty-four years later
he took a repeat print of his fingers, and the photograph
of both shows that they are absolutely identical in their
characteristics.
Wireless is certainly destined to figure prominently as an
aid in the prevention and detection of crime. Already there
is a wireless installation at the headquarters of the Metro-
politan Police, and police vans have been equipped with
wireless receiving and sending apparatus, but the fullest use
has not yet been made of this powerful auxiliary. In time
no doubt there will be infinitely greater developments, and
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